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Appeals 
The Graduate School considers a variety of appea ls from grad uate students and/ or applicants in diffe rent 
ways. 

Appeals to the Graduate Council Appeals 
Standing Committee 
The Appeals Committee conside rs appea ls from (1) applicants who have been den ied admissio n to 
Graduate School, (2) grad uate students who have become ine ligible to continue (or re- ente r) as a result of 
earning c, D, or F grades, falling below a 3.0 cumulative GPA, or failing 10 meet other requirement s in 
t he ir co urse of study, (3) current grad uate s tudents who wish to transfer cred it from a non- U.S. 
instit ut ion, (4) g raduate s tude nts requesting additional attempts to satisfy a ll or part of the 
comprehensive examination require ment, and (S) departments o r ot he r campus unit s t hat wish to offer an 
assistantship to a graduate student who has bee n admitted conditionally. The Appeals Committee a lso 
considers requests for (6) academic amnesty. 

The Appeals Committee meets only once per semeste r- Spring , Summer, and Fa ll- on the Friday prio r to 
t he start of classes . To ensure consideration, a ll appea l materials must be received by the Grad uate School 
well in advance of t his meet ing . Students / prospective students are encouraged to contact the Grad uate 
School for deadlines to submit appea l materials. Appeals submitted afte r the committee has met may not 
be heard until the following semester. 

Gradua te-Student-Initiated Appeals 

1. For g raduate students/ prospective students who are denied ad miss io n or declared inelig ible to 
re-enter/continue, an appeal to this committee is the on ly way to ga in entry or reentry into the 
Grad uate School. According to the Graduate Catalog, an appeal must be made in accordance with 
the following p rocedures: 

the g rad uate student/ p rospective graduate student must present a letter of petition to the 
Graduate School outlining the reasons for appealing 

o th is letter of pet ition should be address to the Committee o n Gradua te Student Appeals 
o th is letter of pet ition should be sent d irectly t o the Grad uate School (send via email to 

megan .trahan@louisiana.edu) 
o the graduate st udent/ prospective g rad uate s tudent may a lso incl ude lette rs of 

recommendatio n and/ or additiona l documentat ion in support of the appea l 

• a copy o f the lette r of petitio n will be provided by the Grad uate School to the graduate 



coorcuna tor tor tne prog ram wne re tne s tuoent/ p ros pect1ve stuoent was or w1snes to oe 

o the graduate coordinator sha ll return a letter of response to the Grad uate Schoo l that include s 
the decis ion of the program- level committee charged with respond ing to ap peals 

o the d e partmenta l lette r of response must inc lude a justification and may recommend support 
for the a ppeal, support with cond itio ns, o r den ia l of su pport 

o the appeal will not be heard until t his departmental letter of response is received 
o if a ppealing as a non- degree- seeking entree or master's +30 graduate student, a 

d epartmental letter of res ponse sha ll not be required 

Receipt of the lette r of pet ition shall se rve as officia l notificat ion to the Graduate School that an 
admission/ reinstatment a ppeal has been initiated . 

2 . Simila rly, a grad uate student who wishes to transfer credits earned a t a non-U.S. institution: 

must complete the "Application for Use of Transfer Grad uate Cred its" form and submit it to the 
Graduate Sc hool 

• must provide official transcripts from the non- U.S. institution(s) that awarded t he credits 

Receipt of the completed g raduate credit t ransfer form (with approva l of the g raduate coordi nator) 
a nd o fficial transc ripts shall serve as o fficial notificatio n to the Graduate School that a n inte rnationa l 
t ransfer cred it a ppeal has been initiated . 

3 . And, finally, a graduate stude nt/ prospective stude nt seeking academic amnesty must provide: 

a lette r of application that sets forth the reason and justification for the amnesty request (send 
via email to megan.trahan@louisiana.ed u) 

• a lette r of sup port, with any conditions deemed necessary, from t he g raduate coord inato r for the 
program to which the a pplicant is seeking admission (and e ndorsed by the Department Head and 
Dean of the College) 
all other materials requ ired for g raduate admission 

Please take ca re to review the Amnesty Policy online at http: l/g radschool.lo uisia na.edu/ node/ 36 
(and in the Unive rsity Catalog at https ://catalog.lo uisiana.edu /content.php? 
catoid = l 2&navo id = 3 140) for the guidelines govern ing academic amnesty. 

Receipt of the letter of a pplication shall serve as officia l not ification to the Graduate School t hat an 
amnesty a ppea l has been initiated . 

Gr aduat e Assistant s h ip Appeals 

The Unive rsity Cata log state s: UStude nts who a re not in regular admissio n s tatus are inelig ib le to hold 

ass istantships . A d epanment o r ot her cam pus un it may submit a n a ppea l to the Dean of the Graduate 
School to offer a n assistantship to a g rad uate stude nt admitted conditiona lly. The Dean may rule 

independently o n these appea ls or refer them to t he Graduate Cou ncil Stand ing Committee on Graduate 
Appeals; decis ions of t he Dean may be a ppealed to the comm ittee ," 

Only g raduate d egree programs (through the graduate coordinato r), the Permanent Investigator of a 
research g rant, or othe r campus hiring a uthority may a ppea l to offer a n assistant ship to a g raduate 
student who is not in regular ad mission stat us; graduate students themselves may not init iate an 

assistantship ap peal. Contact t he Graduate School for deadlines and required materials for these requests. 

Old Tran sfer Cr edit App eals 

A g rad uate stude nt who wishes to transfer credits older than six year must subm it a request in writing for 
a t ime extens ion to his o r her g raduate coordinator. If the g raduate coord inator approves t he transfer 
a ppeal, a notation of a pproval is su bmitted to the Graduate School for actio n by the Dean. 

Time Extension Appeals 

A g rad uate st ude nt who does not complete a d egree within the specified time (s ix yea rs for a maste r' s 
degree o r seven yea rs for a doctorate) must submit a request in writing for a t ime exte ns ion to h is o r her 
grad uate coordinator. If the g raduate coord inator approves t he t ime extens ion appeal, a notation of 

a pprova l is su bmitted to t he Graduate School for action by the Dean. 

Oth er Appeals 

There a re instances that the Grad uate School is not d irectly involved in an a ppea l involving a g rad uate 
stude nt . These instances a re governed by Unive rs ity policies / committees a nd include : 
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Grade Appeals 

When a g raduate student who feels t hat he/ she has received an unfai r and / o r capricious f inal grade in a 

cour se in itiates an grade appeal, the Graduate Scho ol is not immediately invo lved. Rather, the Grade 

Appeals Committee hears these appeals and the University 's "Guidelines for Ap peal ing Unfair and/ or 

Capric ious Final Grades" governs this appeal process. 

Viola tion of the Student Code of Conduct Appeals 

When a g raduate student is accused of o r has been disciplined for violating any ru le o r reg ulation of the 

Board of Supervisors, t he University, or its various divisio ns, t he Graduate School is not directly invo lved 

(tho ugh notification is sent to the Grad uate School). Rathe r, this process is hand led by t he Dean of 
Students and the Student Discipl ine Committee. Graduate student s have the right to appeal any sanction 

or pro batio n o r suspension, d ismissal, o r expulsion. Informatio n on this process can be found in t he 

University' s ·code of Studem Conduct and Ap peal Proced ures.u 

Tuition and Fee Appe als 

When a g raduate student init iates a tuition and fee appeal to req uest that the tu ition/ fee charges for a 

particu lar semester be removed from his/ her account, again the Grad uate School is not d irectly involved. 
Rather , the Reg istrar 's Office manages t his process and the ap peal is co nsidered by the Unive rsity's Fee 

Committee. These k inds of appeals may be filed for situat ions beyond the student's control (e.g., med ical 

emergencies, mi li tary obligatio ns, transferring to another institution, or perso nal hardships). The policy 

and proced ures governing th is appeal process can be found o n l ine on the Office o f the Registrar' s w ebsite 
at http :// regist rar. lou isiana.ed u/ content/ serv ices / tu it ion- fee- ap peals- procedure , 
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